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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent occurrence of 
an error when either of two streams by compression 
coding is selected, a deviation at a switching point and a 
timewise deviation from the reception of the stream till 
output of an output image. 

SOLUTION: Variable delay circuits 11 to 13 output 
switching signals whose delay is controlled and streams 
A, B. Each delay is controlled by a delay control circuit 
1 4. The variable delay circuits 1 1 to 1 3 and the delay 
control circuit 14 apply phase shift processing so that 
the phase of the switching signals is in matching with the 
phase of the GOP of the two streams. A switching 
circuit 1 5 selects either of the two streams to generate 
a switched stream. A switching point and information 
(flag) of phase shift are multiplexed on the stream. At a 
decoder side, the switched stream is decoded. In this 
case, a decoder 20 conducts motion compensation and 
freeze (thinning) processing and a variable delay circuit 
22 applies delay processing to a decoded image. 
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